
J M U  H O N O R S  C O L L E G E

Be prepared and make a great impression!

GRAD FAIR PREP

Check out the list of schools  attending in advance, and be sure to

check those out first. However, it is always a good idea to take time to

visit with schools you haven't considered yet. There are many

outstanding programs that may be a good match for you. 

 

IDENTIFY SCHOOLS THAT INTEREST YOU

Introduce yourself, and listen to the recruiter as they describe their

school and its opportunities. Maintain eye contact as you listen. The

grad school representative will expect you to ask questions and they

will ask questions of you, too - be prepared for a conversation.

ACTIVELY LISTEN TO RECRUITERS

The time you'll have with each grad school representative will be

short. Come ready with a succinct introduction of yourself and your

interests. Mention what excites you about studying in your field in the

future, and demonstrate that you've thought about how your skills and

goals align with the grad program they represent. Indicate what might

set you apart. 

PREPARE YOUR ELEVATOR PITCH
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What do you look for in your best candidates for this program?

What kind of research skills or other experiences does your

program value?

What is campus life like for graduate students?

Who would you recommend that I talk to in order to ensure that

my application is competitive?

What is unique about your program?

What are the opportunities for graduate student financial

assistance and/or assistantships?

Research schools in advance so that you can tailor your questions to

their programs. After speaking to each recruiter, step away to jot

down information you need to remember. Try to avoid asking

questions that can be answered with a quick Google search. Smart

questions to consider asking include: 

ASK SMART QUESTIONS

You want the graduate school recruiter to take 

you seriously. To make a good impression, 

dress  in business casual attire with comfortable 

shoes. 

WHAT TO WEAR 

Schools in attendance likely will have promotional items, so

bring a tote bag or book bag. It is also a good idea to have a

pen and small notebook to take down information that you 

learn and want to recall later. Using your phone to store 

contact information is fine, but do not use it while speaking 

to a school representative. 

WHAT TO BRING


