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The real problem is the division of mankind into rich and poor. The significance
about this division between the rich and the poor is not simply that one man has
more food than he can eat, more clothes than he can wear and more houses than he can
1ive in, while others are hungry, unclad and homeless. The significant thing about
the division between rich and poor nations is not simply that one has the resources
to provide comfort for all its citizens, and the other cannot provide basic services.
The reality and depth of the problem arises because the man who is rich as power
over the lives of those who are poor, and the rich nation has power over the poli-
cles of those which are not rich. And, even more important is that our social and
economic systems, nationally and internationally, supports these divisions and con-
stantly increases them, so that the rich get ever richer and more powerful, while
the poor get relatively ever poorer and less able to control their own future.

This continues despite all the talk of human equality, the fight against poverty,
and of development, Still the rich individuals within nations, and the rich nations
within the world, go on getting richer very much faster than the poor overcome
their poverty. Sometimes this happens through the deliberate decision of the rich,
who use their wealth and their power to that end.

But often--perhaps more often--it happens “naturally” as a result of the normal
workings of the social and economic systems men have constructed for themselves.
Just as water from the driest regions of the earth ultimately flows into the oceans
where water 18 already plentiful, so wealth flows from the poorest nations and the
poorest individuals into the hands of those nations and those individuals who are
already wealthy. A man who can afford to buy only one loaf of bread a day contri-
butes to the profit accruing to the owner of the bakery, despite the fact that the
owner already has more money than he knows how to use....

At the same time as the interdependence of man i1s increased through the advance
of technology, the divisions between men also expand at an ever increasing rate. T
The national income per head in the Unijted States is said to be more than $3200. a
year; in Tanzania it is approximately $80--that is it would take a Tanzanian 40
years to earn what an American earns in one year, and we are not the poorest nation
on earth, «=Julius Nyerere, President of Tanzania, Oct. '70
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SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY ON WELFARE REFORM

Dellivered Before

SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

on Jan, 27,

1972

on behalf of

Natlonal Counci! of Churches of Christ

In the USA

United Presbyterian Church In the USA
United Church of Christ Board for Home-

land Minlistrles,
United Methodist Church Board for
Christlan Social Concerns

Executlive Counclil of the Eplscopal Church

Presbyterian Church, US
United Church of Christ - Council for
Christian Soclal Action

1. Present welfare '"system' Is a fallure.

Joint Washington Offlice for Soclal
Concern (representing the Unltar-
Tan Universalist Associatlion,
the American Ethlical Union, and
the American Humanist Assocla-
tion)

Church of the Brethren

Unlted Methodist Church Women's
Division

Amerlcan Baptist Convention Divislion
of Christian Soclal Actlon

Christian Church(DIsciples of
Christ)

It reaches barely half of those

in need, falls to provide adequate benefits, 1s geographically inequitable, en-
courages family breakup by refusing to help the family whille the father is still
In the home, discourages efforts at self-help by conflscating most of a re-
ciplent's earnings, fosters a destructive emnity between the worker and the
reciplent by excluding the working poor, Is administratively chaotlc, and

often falls to treat the reclpient with respect.
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Dear Johnnie,

Hi! T Just finished reading your article in Ms. I also
saw you on the Sonya Hamlin "For Women Today" show. I loved
both your article and what you had to say on the show. Actually
in Ms. magazine your article was one of the best because it
was very informative--- but easy to read bhecause it didn't
have a lot of abstractions and middle-class bullshit that
some of those other articles had. Maybe it's because your
article was one of the only ones I could really relate to or
have real feelinegs about.

I'm a white working-class lesbhian and I hang around with
mostly lesblans--- some are of different backgrounds. We've
only started to seriously discuss class in the last few
months. I've lost a few friends because of it too-- they
wouldn't deal with theilr attitudes or thelr bank accounts and
other privileres.

I don't know A1f middle-class women can really feel some
of the things you were saying, but I know workine-class
women could and really due what you saild. I'm sure your work
is helping lots of women get up on their feet with pride.

I felt a 1little more proud myself.

In struerle,
ool

/({‘ £ // 5;4/ prs

Kathy Cormier
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WELFARE- SIXTEEN TONS-OF SHIT
(sunig o the tune of Sixreen Tons)

CHORUS

You wait 16 days

And what do you get?

Some papers to fill out

And you're deeper in debt

They say I'll get a hearing

But 1 don’t know,

My Jamily will starve

Befure they give me some dough.

You go down to the Department
And you wait in line

It’s three o cloc
And I've been here since nine
You Jill out sixteen forms
Witlsa number 9 pen

Then they lose them all!

You start over again.

CHORUS
They say they Il give me work
befitting a man
But here | am just a-cleaning the “can”
They say. “go get a job
It's the American Wayl™
But they don’t even give mie mininum pay!

CHORUS

Free Expression

They tell all mothers

N job.

* at home

Amd be a lazy slob!”

You can leave your children
Witl a day-cere mother

She takes that job

Because she can’t do no other!

CHORUS

They provide vou with shelter

And something to eat

1f yoit can get them on their budget,
1t really a feat!

Witen you see the rent allowaice
I fill you with gloom

Your fanuly can make it

If they slecp in one room!

CHORUS

So come on, you people
' good fight!

Let’s fig
We're all gonna get our Welfare Rights!
There's power to the people

1 know we can make it,

If the Department don’t give it

WWell go down there and take it!

By Jim and Stevye Knowles
Tompkins County (New York)
Welfare Rights Organization

THE WELFARE RIGHTS PSALM

The Public is my shepherd [ shall
abvays need

1t helps me to buy dry beans

It keeps mie Jrom clean waters, it
unbalaices my budget.

I leads me in the paths of inadequare
income for its name’s sake

Even though I walk through the shadow
of Urbun Decay. 1 fear no evil

For thew are with me. Thy bosses and
they staff discomfort me

Thou preparest a budct bef

ore me

il the presence of my enenies.
They ancintest my budget with
iiadequare funds.
Surely: Confusion and slip ups
shall follow me all the days of
my gramt
But I won't always suffer on Public Aid.

Estelia Washington, President
Madison County W.R.0.





image9.png
MEDICAL

Tuberculosis is & poor and working
person's disease, which is why it has
never been wiped out. We can easily
prevent, detect and successfully treat
TB. But this knowledge has never been
fully put to use, because the Govern-
ment and the private health “system
doesn't give a dann.

WHAT 1S T8?

Tuberculosis is 3 slow-growing bact-
erial infection, which damages tissue by
triggering allergic inflammations. Since
this bacteria needs oxygen it usually
settles in the lungs, although it can form
bacteria colonics in the kidney, bones,
spine or brain. It is spread by breathing
TB germs, usually coughed up by
someone with active TB.

Tuberculosis develops in stages. The
first stage — called PRIMARY TB — is
casy to handle and non-contagious.
Because the TB bacteria is 5o slow lo
grow (multiplying only one-thirtieth as
mpidly as more common bacteria)
either anti-TB drugs or the body’s own
defenses quickly overcome it. Most TB
cases never progress beyond this point,

T7.B.: # Pror Pensan's Disease

and in many cases the person never
knows he or she had TB, because there
ate no symptoms ~ you don't feel sick
at this stage.

But the body's defenses only check
TB and do not completely wipe it out.
The TB bacteria lay *
years in a LATENT STAGE. Since there
are no symptoms noticeable to the
patient, tests are necessary to detect this
stage.

TESTS FOR TB:

The common test is the routine chest
X-ray, which shows calcium deposits in
the scars from old TB cavities in the
lungs. But since 80% of all TB cases will
not show up this way, a tubeculin skin
test is essential.

This test requires just a simple prick
of the skin on your forearm. If you have
had TB bacteria - and therefore have
antibodies in your blood to delend
against them - this test will cause a
slight but measurable swelling at that
spol.

These TB skin tests will show if you
have ever had a TB infection, no matter

how slight or long ago. But they do not
tell you how serious your case Any
poor person who has a “positive” TB
skin test sh n anti-TB drug for
-18 months. This is an important
safeguard. Those who are “negative™ on
the test and who have had no recent
exposure to active TB have only 2
chances in 100,000 of developing TB.
So persons who are “negative™ one day
to the skin tests have 5 chances in 1,000
of catehing TB in the future.

Many people are “high-risk” cases
and should take an ant-TB drug
whether or not their skin test or x-ray is
“positive or “‘negative,” if they have
been exposed to an active TB cases.
Anyone with silicosis (“black lung,” the
coal miners’ discase), alcoholism, malnu-
tition, diabetes, cancer, poor health
due to old age, or who is taking
cortisteroid drugs should be  treated
with INH if exposed to the discase. Any
child under 4 years old who is exposed
should also be treated.

1t takes 6-8 weeks for the skin test to
becomé “positive™ and since TB can
develop so rapidly at that age the delay
between tests can be fatal.
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I. POOR PEOPLE MUST BE REPRESENTED AT ALL LEVELS OF THE DEMO-
CRATIC PARTY IN REASONABLE PROTFORTICNM TO OUR NUMBERS IN THE
GENERAL POPULATION.

The exclusion of poor people from thz peolitical process must end. Affirmative
action must be taken to insure our representation at every level. The Demo-
cratic Party guidclines guarartecing proportional represertation to ''previously
discriminated against groups" (enumerated os "wvomen, young people and minor-
ities"), must be extended to specifically incivde poor people.
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I definitely believe in providing for the elderly, the disabled, etc.;

but when it comes to supporting families on public assistance, [ draw
the line, since 3/4 of the people on the welfare rolls are just draining
the working class of what they have to work hard for through the support
of the Government. [don't believe that organizations should establish
give-away programs for such people, as I know for a fact that these
people can and do live better than most individuals who are earning a
so-called '"living wage.'" For example, low-income families can
receive dental care, hospital care, food stamps, etc., which are
received without any expense to the person whatsoever. Yet, the
working man has to pay taxes, which are increasing by leaps and bounds,
in order to provide these ''poor’'' people with such privileges. Also

the working man has to pay for all hospital, dental and food bills incurred,
which can really amount to an outrageous amount of money in a year's time.
Often times, the people on public assistance do not want to do anything
else as they realize that they have it rather nice. I know for a fact that
my father, who has a family of eight children and worked hard all of his
life and is still working hard to support and raise his children, could
very easily have gone on welfare and have lived in a much better fashion
without having to lift a finger. I believe that I express the feelings of
many in the Altoona Community and the nation as a whole. Those who
are "working to support poverty'' are tired of seeing all of their hard-
earned money go to people who do not deserve it or who could be working
and supporting their own families as the working individual has to do.

I also think that give-away programs established by the Government

and organizations such as yours should take a good look at those people
who have to support such undertakings--the average working man.
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Children

Children

Children

Children

Children

Children

Children

have

have

have

have

have

have

have

CHILDREN'S RIGHTS

a RIGHT to a nutritious diet.

a RIGHT to decent housing.

a RIGHT to adequate clothing.
a RIGHT to good health care.

a RIGHT to quality education.
a RIGHT to dignity and respect.

a RIGHT to be treated in a way which does not violate

their right to privacy.

Children have a RIGHT to ownership.

Children

Children

Children

Children

Children

have

have

have

have

have

the RIGHT to express themselves freely and hinestly.

the RIGHT to develop within the family unit, guided by their parents.
a RIGHT to justice.

a RIGHT to select that which will be meaningful in their lives.

a RIGHT to life.
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# For me, Women's Liberation is sim-
ple. No woman in this country can feel
dignified, no woman can be liberated,
until all women get off their knees.
That's what N.W.R.O. is all about—
women standing together, on their feet.*
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The strategies of the sixties are no longer relevant
to the problems of the seventies. We must now be united
to fight back all the oppression being directed at poor people.
The present administration just does not care. It is anit-
black, anti-family, anti-poor, and anti-child, It had attempted
to take away what little we have gained as poor people in-
cluding our self-respect. If I can give you nothing else I
must give you the impetus to unite., For in Unity there is
strength.

Today, as poor people, we continue fo enjoy the
worst health, the worst housing, the worst jobs, the worst
schools, and the worst in all public services. If we are to
deal effectively with these crucial health and welfare issues,
it is essential for us to develop new strategies.
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1. Speaking engagements--Call the Health and Welfare Council, Public Welfare Unit,
for names of speakers on welfare reform. Use whatever influence you have to get
speaking engagements in schools, churches and synagogues, civic organizations,
agencies or institutionms,

2. Literature--Literature on welfare revorm and the welfare myths is available at
the HWC office. Call the Public Welfare Unit in advance to let us know what you neczd,

3. Have Welfare Meals for your organization where you serve almost nothing and talk
a lot about welfare reform,

4. Live on welfare for a week--A detailed outline is included to describe the factor:
that families must consider while undertaking this project.(See Appendix 1 at e?d of
Section Tv) Don't forget to publicize the experiences families have, The enclosed
welfare budget calculations are based on Pennsylvenia's current grant level of $3612
per year for a family of four.

5. letters to the editor--Keep those letters coming in...many people read tk_:e+eiii‘tc;':‘
pages very carefully, so this is an important opportunity to express your point o
view,

leafletting--Station several individuals at a place or places where a lot of people; .
are passing by. If you are lucky, you may even be able to get into conversation vit
some of the passers-by.

7. Films--Anumber of films on poverty and welfare are available to interested groips
and individuals.
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SHERRON CLEVELAND

(Little People’s Candidate)

Republican Siate Representafive

21st District (Lawndale)
22nd, 24th, 29th Wards

B  BLACK WELFARE
SN  MOTHER TO RUN FOR
>~ STATE OFFICE

ARE YOU REGISTERED? IF NOT,
WHY NOT!
BLACKS MUST CONTROL THEIR
OWN COMMUNITY!





